
Ahavat Chinam 
Organizational Challenge: 

 

 

“If we were destroyed, and the world with us, due to baseless hatred, then we shall 

rebuild ourselves, and the world with us, with baseless love — Ahavat Chinam.”  

(Rabbi A. I. Kook, Orot HaKodesh vol. III, p. 324) 

 
 

Shalom Chaveirim Chashuvim (dear friends/esteemed colleagues), 
 

The Three Weeks between the 17th of the Hebrew month of Tammuz and the 9th of the Hebrew month of Av is 
fast approaching (July 1 – July 22). While these days reverberate with different weight, meaning, and rituals in 

our particular organizations and denominational environments, all of us can gain from a teaching we've inherited 

as legacy from our Talmudic Rabbis - namely that the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem was caused 
by Sinat Chinam - baseless hatred between Jews, and so it follows (as pointed out by Rabbi A.I. Kook and I'm 

sure many others) that our remedy and hope for a redemptive future is directly tied to our capacity for righting 
this defect through fostering Ahavat Chinam -  unconditional love between Jews (which, for Rav Kook, then spills 

over into a groundswell of love and positive interactions throughout the rest of God's creations - repairing the 
world from the inside out).  

 
But how can we successfully foster Ahavat Chinam? As always, the secret to fostering love is to give. This simple 

idea is well founded in Jewish tradition and human consciousness. While I could point to many sources for this 
idea, and I'm sure you could all further share others I'm not aware of, here are a few of my favorites:  

 
 Rav Hirsch in a comment to Bereishit/Genesis 22:2 explains that the Hebrew word for love (Ahava) comes 

from the root word 'Hav' meaning 'to give and to devote oneself to others'  
 

 Rabbi Eliyahu Dessler in his treatise Michtav M'Eliyahu (vol 1, Kuntres HaChessed) writes that "every 

positive emotion stems from giving and flows outward from us to others" 
 

 John Mayer sings a beautiful song Love is a Verb (video with lyrics 
here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=doZOMXh_oIk) 

It is in the spirit of Ahavat Chinam, and with a goal of expressing our Achdut v'Lo Achidut - Unity despite our 

differences, that I invite each of your organizations to participate in our Secret Agency Gift Exchange (SAGE) 
program. In participating, your organization will be randomly assigned another participating Jewish agency in 

Memphis with the task of performing concrete gifts of kindness toward them throughout the 3 week period (think 
secret santa/buddy). While no organization needs to expend money (creativity can go along way to helping 

others feel loved and appreciated), we ask everyone to keep to a firm $100 cap on total expenses for the 

program.  
 

As you think of ways to give to your SAGE beneficiary, please keep in mind the unique mission and needs of their 
organization, as well as the many types of people who may be involved as staff, lay leadership, and 

members/participants. It is not your task to directly help your assigned agency in accomplishing the work of their 
unique mission (such attempts, while well intended, could prove most unhelpful), but rather the goal is to help 

the people who comprise the organization to feel valued as part of the larger Memphis Jewish community.  
 

The program will culminate with a reveal of SAGE benefactors on Tu B'Av, (the 15th of the Hebrew month of Av) 
a holiday of love and rebirth, which falls on July 27.  

 
Together we can build a strong and united Jewish community in Memphis, one we can then model to a broader 

world which desperately needs it. I hope you'll choose to participate.  
 

B'Ahava (with Love), 

 
 

 
--  

Rabbi Mordechai Harris 

Director for the Center for Jewish Living and Learning 

Memphis Jewish Community Center 

  



 

Ahavat Achim 
Organizational Challenge: 

 

 

 

Thank You to our Participants: 

 Anshei Sphard Beth El Emeth Congregation 

 Baron Hirsch Congregation 

 Beth Sholom Synagogue  

 Bornblum Jewish Community School 

 Chabad Lubavitch of Tennessee 

 Greater Memphis Hillel 

 Jewish Community Partners 

 Margolin Hebrew Academy 

 Memphis Jewish Community Center  

 Memphis Jewish Home & Rehab 

 Or Chadash Conservative Synagogue 

 Plough Towers 

 Temple Israel 

 Young Israel of Memphis 


